Ideas About the Future of Flying
remain at lower altitudes and in the substratosphere,
but a certain amount of transport flying will most
probably be in the stratosphere.
As for the small air flivver, I believe that its de-
velopment will be very gradual. The creation of new
types of light, inexpensive aeroplanes with simplified
controls, particularly amphibians, will take place
gradually in line with the development of airports,
various auxiliary services and general air-mindedness.
Safety, low cost and excellent take-off and landing
characteristics from small fields are now receiving
serious attention from designers and will eventually
contribute greatly to the success of the private air
flivver. A further expansion of private flying may be
expected later when a good, practical, direct-lift air-
craft, probably of the helicopter type is developed. If
one could store the machine in one's backyard and lift
it from there or from aircraft parking platforms that
will in the future cover entire blocks in the hearts of
modern cities, a vast new field would open for the use
of aircraft by the private flier. An aircraft that would
land with little or no forward speed would eliminate
the difficulties and troubles connected with fog and
darkness, which remain serious for the private pilot-
owner who cannot use the radio, equipment and
knowledge of the professional navigator of a large air
transport. When this development progresses far
enough, we will see hundreds of thousands, possibly
millions, of privately owned machines in use. This,
however, is not around the corner and may take another
decade or two to take place.
In the class of small flying machines, we can expect
surprising  novelties with reference  to  the general